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The Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, on behalf of its citizens, has adopted the following
priorities for action by the second session of the 112th Congress of the United States.
Combined Sewer Overflow
The Unified Government and the residents they serve want clean water and want to fix sewer overflow
problems that arise during heavy rain events. However more flexibility is needed on the part of the federal
agencies. Past settlement proposals would cost UG residents nearly $1 billion over 20 years. It is estimated
that this would push up customer rates from the current average of $25 per month up to over $100 per month
in a short period of time. Many residents simply cannot afford this. The Unified Government urges the federal
government to be more flexible and innovative when working to solve these complex issues. The Unified
Government supports establishment of a federal loan assistance program to help pay for the costs of meeting
the expensive environmental mandates imposed by the EPA and Department of Justice regarding combined
sewer overflows.
Funding for Critical Infrastructure
Having an affordable, reliable transit system is more important than ever. Transit is a crucial component that is
necessary to ensure people can get to their jobs in an efficient manner, especially with new jobs being added
due to the developments at Village West. The continued development of a bus rapid transit (BRT) line along
State Avenue continues to be a top priority, as well as other improvements that can reduce costs and increase
ridership in the entire transit system. Restoring federal funding for public mass transit systems on a local
project basis is critical.
The Unified Government and its publically owned utility, the Kansas City Board of Public Utilities (BPU) have
aging infrastructure that will cost residents if not addressed. Two priorities are to upgrade emergency
operations equipment to improve emergency response capabilities, and replacing aging water mains in KCK
that often rupture and cost the BPU increasing amounts each year to repair.
Community Development Block Grants
The CDBG program is used for programs that directly assist those with the greatest needs in the community.
At current funding levels, the UG receives $2.7 million annually in CDBG funding. These funds are used for
several programs, including emergency home repair for residents whose income is 60% or below the area’s
median income, a multi-service center (which includes a food kitchen), that assists the homeless and near
homeless, and support for the KCK Continuum of Care. Severe cuts in CDBG would force severe reductions
of these programs, creating a real hardship for many of the our most vulnerable residents.
CDBG is a smart, long-term investment in our nation’s communities. CDBG funding does not stay in city hall; in
fact, it goes to local businesses, builders and contractors, and service providers who transform the
neighborhoods in which they do business. Every dollar of CDBG funding a city or town receives leverages an
additional $1.62 in non-CDBG funding. Full funding for CDBG connects private sector growth to the
revitalization of entire communities.
Transportation
Partner with local governments to meet America's pressing transportation infrastructure needs by authorizing a
new federal surface transportation program that recognizes the central role of transportation to metropolitan
and regional economies, includes the local voice in planning and project selection, and chooses the best mix of

transportation options to fit the needs of the region. Provide full funding for federal transportation programs and
give priority to those that promote long-term outcomes, protect the environment, create jobs, and help the
economy recover. The condition of our nation's infrastructure is vital to our economic recovery and growth. As
local governments continue to struggle under mounting budget shortfalls, federal support for infrastructure is
even more critical, not only to fund overdue repairs but to also put individuals and communities back to work.

Immigration
America's immigration system is broken, and cities and counties are suffering the consequences. Enact
comprehensive immigration reform that: fortifies border security and enforcement; recognizes the human and
civil rights of citizens and non-citizens; strengthens penalties for employers who knowingly hire undocumented
workers; creates an admission program for temporary workers to qualify for legal permanent residency;
includes local governments in an integration strategy for new immigrants, provides fiscal support for city and
state governments that disproportionately shoulder the costs of the current immigration system; and
establishes a legalization process whereby the 12-million undocumented immigrants currently living in the
United States may earn legalized status through payment of appropriate fees and back taxes, background
checks, absence of criminal or gang activity, consistent work history, meeting English and civics requirements,
and “waiting their place in line.”
Repeal of Section 511 of the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005
This law requires that governments spending more than $100-million per year on purchases of goods and
services withhold three percent from all payments to contractors and vendors and remit those funds to the
Internal Revenue Service. This would place a tremendous financial burden on local governments in a role that
most are unprepared to handle.
Assistance with Federal Agencies
The rulemakings and decisions of the federal executive branch can have a tremendous impact on a local
community. Currently the Unified Government and Board of Public Utilities are looking at several pending
individual decisions and pending rulemakings that could potentially create real economic hardship for the
people they serve in a time when they can least afford it. We appreciate the continued efforts of our
Congressional delegation to ensure actions taken by the agencies are carefully measured and thought through
so as not produce unnecessary economic harm to the community.

