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Exposed individuals may be offered post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) at anytime during the period of testing or observation if the situation 
is considered one of high risk for potential rabies transmission.  If the animal is later determined not rabid, treatment should be stopped.  

On a case-by-case basis, it may be allowable to wait to identify an animal’s owner or to capture an offending animal (assuming the correct
animal can be positively identified).  The local health officer can waive any holding period in lieu of the urgency of the situation. 

‡ For the 10 day observation period, day 0 is the day that the bite or exposure occurred. 

Notes: 

Exposure:

Bat Exposure

Immediate care

4) For consultation

Identify the animal species.

Non-mammal

Yes 

Maybe
Assess case-by-case; 

consult with health officer 
and KDHE, as necessary.

Was there exposure? No Action Necessary.No

No Yes 

Assess on a case-by-case basis;
consult with health officer and 

KDHE (1-877-427-7317).

Are there special
circumstances (i.e. 

sick animal, 
unusual behavior or 
history of exposure 
to potentially rabid 

animal)?

Prophylaxis 
is not 

necessary. 

Assume animal was rabid, 

begin prophylaxis.

Confine and 
observe for 10 

days, regardless 
of animal 

vaccination 
status. ‡

Animal sickens 
or dies?

No
Is the animal available 

for testing? 

Is the animal available 

for testing? 

Yes 

Yes 

Small rodents (such 
as squirrels, mice, 

rats, gerbils, guinea 
pigs, chipmunks, 

hamsters) or 
lagomorphs (rabbits 

and hares)

Opossums and
large rodents,

such as
groundhogs and

beavers

Wild animals: bats, 
skunks, raccoons, foxes, 

and most other carnivores

(Including hybrids and 
stray or feral dogs, cats or 

ferrets)

Dog, Cat, or Ferret 
(owned and wanted)

Livestock (cattle, horses, 
sheep, and goats) or 
caged zoological or 
research mammals

No

No Yes 

Euthanize and/or arrange for head to be submitted to KSU Rabies 
Laboratory.  Follow-up is based on results.

Prophylaxis is not 
necessary. 

NoYes 

Animal exhibiting signs of 
rabies or died suddenly?

No Yes 

Is the animal available 

for observation? 

Positive Lab Negative Lab Unsuitable Lab 

Complete a rabies 
prophylaxis regimen.

Manage as if animal was not 
available for testing or observation.


