
What You Can Do to Prevent Litter 
 
Every Individual  

 Set an example for others, especially family, co-workers, friends, and children by using trash 

and/or recycling receptacles and not littering.  

 Always have available a litter bag in your car.  

 If you are a smoker, carry and use a portable or pocket ashtray.  

 If you see litter, pick it up.  

 

Motorists 

 Carry and use a car litterbag.  When these are full, empty them into a trash and/or recycling 

receptacle.   

 Use a car ashtray or portable ashtray to dispose of cigarette butts and lighting material.  

 Do not throw any litter out of vehicle windows.  

 

Smokers 

 Before you light up, identify where you will dispose of your cigarette waste when you finish 

smoking. Use trash and ash receptacles, including pocket ashtrays.  

 Carry a pocket ashtray all the time or have a portable ashtray with you as you leave your home, 

office, or car.  

 Encourage fellow smokers to be responsible for their cigarette litter, too.  

 

Pet Owners 

 Pick up after your dog as you walk through your neighborhood.  Use newspaper delivery bags, 

"scoopers", or other easy-to-use methods to clean up after your pet.  

 Be sure to put pet waste in trash receptacles and not recycling bins.  

 Take responsibility for your pet and his/her actions.  

 

Community Residents 

 Make sure your trash cans have lids that can be securely fastened or use bungee cords to hold 

them in place.  

 Secure all bags and use twine to secure loose trash for curbside trash collection.  

 Tie paper into bundles before placing into curbside recycling bins.  

 

Business Owners 

 Provide ash and trash receptacles at entrances, exits, loading docks, picnic areas as well as in 

parking lots and along walkways of your business.  Remember, these should be placed at 

“transition points” or where people generally gather.  

 Assure easy access to dumpsters by employees and contractors. Check dumpsters daily to see that 

top and side doors are closed. This prevents scavengers from spreading trash on the ground.  

 Cover all open loads on trucks leaving your business. Encourage vendors and contractors to do 

the same.  

 Educate your employees about the importance of individual responsibility for a clean and safe 

working environment.  

 
(Source:  Keep America Beautiful website:  www.kab.org) 

http://www.kab.org/

