
                           News Release 
Unified Government Public Relations 

701 N. 7th Street, Room 620 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101 

 

Mike Taylor, Director of Public Relations      913.573.5565 

                                                                                      Edwin Birch, Public Information Officer      913.573.5544 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  December 1, 2016 
      

UG Expands Commitment to Open Data and Transparency 
 
Furthering a commitment to innovation and transparency, the Unified Government has released a new open 
data administrative order and data portal – YourData.wycokck.org – that will provide residents, non-profits, 
businesses, and journalists with free access to a growing variety of data sets, as well as new data visualization 
tools. 
 
The Unified Government collects data – a lot of data – on property records, code infractions, expenditures, 
streets, parks and much more. Making this data publicly available and easy to access, download and use, means 
residents, organizations and the UG’s public managers can use it to further the public good.    
“Innovation and transparency are priorities of my administration and the new UG Open Data portal gives our 
community better information than has ever been available before. The housing and blight data now available 
in the portal will help us work with neighborhood and non-profit groups to create smarter, stronger solutions to 
address blighted properties. We can use better data to improve the health and vitality of our community,” said 
Mayor/CEO of the Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, KS, Mayor Mark Holland.  
 
The Open Data administrative order and portal emerged from the UG’s work with Bloomberg Philanthropies 
What Works Cities initiative. One of the two priorities of the What Works Cities project was the development of 
better open data practices, in order to make the City’s data more accessible to the public and to city managers. 
The new administrative order and open data portal are a significant step towards the goal of making data more 
consumable and readily available for residents and departmental stakeholders by developing policies and 
processes to inventory, prioritize, release and maintain data publicly. 
 
County Administrator Doug Bach signed the new open data administrative order, which establishes open data 
as a priority for departments and sets standards for the release of data sets. As part of the administrative order, 
the UG is also standing up an Open Data Committee, chaired by Alan Howze, the UG’s new Chief Knowledge 
Officer. The Committee will develop data standards, identify new data sets to be released, and provide an 
annual update on open data to the UG Commission. “We are excited that the new open data portal will make it 
easier for the public to access data and information about our community. Our UG data team, partnering with 
What Works Cities, has been working hard to make more data available, in an easy to access format,” said 
Howze. 

“Open data makes it possible for programs such as Code for KC to use data to help create innovative solutions 
to the challenges facing KCK and the region. We applaud Mayor Holland and the Unified Government team for 
following through on the commitment to making transparency and open data a priority.” said Aaron Deacon, KC 
Digital Drive Managing Director  and a leader of Code for KC, the local Code for America Brigade.   

http://yourdata.unifiedgov.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.wycokck.org/uploadedFiles/News/News_Release/UG%20WWC%20News%20Release.pdf
http://www.kcdigitaldrive.org/
http://www.kcdigitaldrive.org/
http://codeforkc.org/


With the release of the new Open Data administrative order and open data portal, the Unified Government 
builds upon its 2015 release of a financial data portal, and joins communities across the nation who have 
developed open data policies. 

To explore the UG’s new Open Data Portal visit – YourData.wycokck.org 
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http://wyandottedaily.com/ug-adds-high-tech-access-to-data/
http://sunlightfoundation.com/policy/local/
http://yourdata.unifiedgov.opendata.arcgis.com/

